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MISSOULA--
JOHN TIBBS ELECTED PRESIDENT 
OF INLAND BIOLOGICAL STATION GROUP 
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Dr. John F. Tibbs, associate professor of zoology at the University of Montana in 
Missoula and director of the UM Biological Station at Yellow Bay on Flathead Lake, recently 
was elected president of the Organization of Inland Biological Field Stations (OIBFS) . The 
OIBFS is among the organizations affiliated with the American Institute of Biological 
Sciences (AIBS). 
As OIBFS president, Tibbs will represent the interests of the field sciences and the 
nation's biological stations. He met with the presidents of other AIBS scientific societies 
and government officials Dec. 2-3 in Washington, D.C., to enable leaders in the life sciences 
to discuss various issues with administrators of governmental agencies and legislators involved 
in the science of biology. 
Tibbs said the UM Biological Station at Yellow Bay on Flathead Lake is one of the oldest 
and largest biological stations in the nation. He said the scientific facility, founded in 
1898 at Bigfork by Dr. Morton J. Elrod, "has a national reputation for the excellence of its 
programs." 
Besides doing research work on the ecology and systematics of a variety of marine and 
freshwater animals, Tibbs more recently published studies of his own and of his colleagues 
about Flathead Lake and the Flathead Drainage of northwestern Montana. 
Tibbs came to UM in 1968 from the University of Southern California, Los Angeles, where 
he received his . master of science and doctor of philosophy degrees. He received his bachelor 
of arts degree from Fresno State College, now known as California State University, Fresno, 
and also attended the University of Washington, Seattle. 
In the early 1960s, Tibbs was a biologist with the Arctic Research Laboratory Ice 
Station No. 1 and he served as chief of the Marine Zoology Program aboard the USNS Eltanin in 
the Antarctic Ocean. 
Tibbs has been director of the UM Biological Station since 1970. 
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